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KEY 4 MESSAGE

2017 Boy Scout Summer Camp at Lost Pines Scout Reservation

Young people - no matter who they are 
or where they’re from - deserve the 
chance to develop to their full potential, 
helped by leadership skills practiced 
among their peers and character traits 
refined through trial and error. Scouting 
remains the best and safest opportunity 
for learning these important lessons - 
all while having fun, making friends, 
and experiencing adventure. 

James Morriss, President
Marietta Scott, Executive Vice President
Jack Gindler, Commissioner
Jon C. Yates, Scout Executive
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KEY PERFORMANCE
INDICATORSKPI Capitol Area Council

Total youth membership*
  Cub Scouts..............................................
  Boy Scouts..............................................
  Venturing.................................................
  Exploring/STEM Scouts/Learning for Life**.

Youth membership retention*

Unit retention*

Units receiving 6 or more annual 
Unit Commissioner visits***

Total nights camped (youth)***

Boy Scouts/Varsity long-term camping***

Cub Scouts long-term camping***

Cub Scouts advancing in rank***

Boy Scouts advancing in rank***

Merit badges earned*

*As of December 11, 2017
**Pending final approval from LFL school partners as of December 11, 2017 
***As of November 1, 2017, council camping report for Journey to Excellence

Top 5 earned: First Aid (673), Swimming (608), Environmental 
Science (467), Camping (442), Citizenship in the World (433)

21,957
9,656
6,131
461
5,709

78%

94%

22%

39,136

65%

63%

64%

44%

13,844

Scouts attending any in-council or out-of-council day camp and/or resident camp

Scouts attending any in-council or out-of-council long-term camp, specialty camp, 
jamboree, or serving on camp staff 



CAMPS
Scout participation broken out by some of our council’s 
most popular and well-attended programs:

Cub Scout Day Camp
TechLab STEAM Day Camp
Spring/Fall Cub Adventure Days
Cub Scout Pack Family Camping*
Webelos Extreme Adventure Camp
Boy Scout Summer Camp**
Boy Scout Winter Camp***
National Jamboree
NYLT
BSA High Adventure Bases****

1,285
372
496
5,368
137
3,206
618
138
207
791

**Includes summer camp attendance in-council and out-of-council by CAC units

Venturing Extreme Summer Camp

***2016 attendance

*Incluides pack camping at council owned and non-council owned properties

****Includes Boy Scout and Venturing program attendance at BSA High Adventure Bases



Lost Pines Scout Reservation was not the only 
facility receiving much-needed infrastructure 
improvements. Camp Green Dickson, home to 
our council’s National Youth Leadership 
Training (NYLT), saw the installation of new 
flag poles (3) for its parade ground/assembly 
area. Also, Mr. Robert Young’s generous 
donation provided a new washer/dryer, 
refrigerator, microwave, and stove/oven for the 
new medical lodge. Camp Green Dickson, 
along with Lost Pines Scout Reservation, 
make up part of our eight council-owned 
camping properties.

Years of heavy use at Lost Pines Scout 
Reservation have taken a toll on facilities and 
necessitated several improvement projects. At 
the time of publication, work was ongoing 
around the construction of a new shower and 
bath house for the new pool complex (1). This 
addition will help expand the amount and 
ease of pool use while maintaining BSA 
safety standards. Several projects were 
completed in 2017 and put into use for 
summer camp, including the new (2) archery 
instructional pavilion at the shooting sports 
ranges. Our council also completed a new 
instructional pavilion for the pool complex, a 
new bathhouse serving the San Gabriel, 
Lindsay, and Gaskin campsites, and new 
steps along the yellow trail to provide safer 
footing and prevent soil erosion. 

Our volunteer leadership and staff are 
constantly looking for new program ideas, 
offering fun activities which integrate with 
Scouting’s ethos of “challenge by choice” 
(low pressure environments that offer youth 
opportunities to test their abilities). Examples 
include this year’s “bikathalon” (shooting and 
cycling combined, but not shooting while 
riding) and first-ever Lost Pines Triathalon!
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3

44



CONSERVATION
Our council is proud to continue the Boy Scouts of America’s 
more than century-long practice of teaching conservation 
and sustainable practices. Our Frank Fickett Scout Training 
and Service Center puts these teachings into practice 
through its solar array. In four years, the array has generated 
clean power resulting in offsets equal to:* 

1,854 26,314 233 5,847
60W BULBS 

USED 8 
HOURS/DAY 
FOR 1 YEAR

GALLONS OF 
GASOLINE 
BURNED

TONS OF C0
EMISSIONS 

SAVED

TREES 
(EQUAL TO 
TOTAL CO 
OFFSET)

2

2

*Totals as of December 7, 2017

Eagle Scout Carter Payne of Boy Scout Troop 511 designed, built and installed three chambered bat 
houses and an information sign about Mexican free-tailed bats and their benefits to the ecosystem 
along the Great Hills Park trail. Troop 511 is chartered by St. Matthews Episcopal Church.



Eagle Scout Luke Guajardo of Varsity Team 
191 led a project to convert a closed court-
yard at McNeil High School into an outdoor 
classroom for the Round Rock I.S.D. school's 
life and environmental sciences classes. The 
area had previously been closed due to its 
proximity to caves that were home to several 
endangered species, including the endan-
gered spider Texela Reyesii and Bone Cave 
harvestman. After obtaining U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service approvals, Luke recruited 
community resources and planned the new 
learning space. “Luke did a great job...,” 
McNeil science teacher Christine Vicks told 
the Austin American-Statesman. “This space 
provides students the opportunity to enjoy the 
outdoor courtyard while benefiting them 
academically and socially. McNeil is fortunate 
to have such a unique space which supports 
our strong environmental sciences programs.” 
Varsity Team 191 is chartered by the LDS 
Merrilltown Ward, Austin Stake.

Eagle Scout Dustin White of Boy Scout Troop 
109 designed and installed a rainwater 
collection system for Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’s Lockhart State Park. The 
harvested water will be used to irrigate the 
park's landscaping. Troop 109 is chartered by 
Lockhart First United Methodist Church.



Cameron Hall, Will Smith, and Shay Rutenberg receieved our council’s Byron Lockhart Eagle Scout 
Scholarships. The scholarships, awarded annually, recognize Eagle Scouts who have been highly 
involved in the Scouting program, graduating high school, and are pursuing a post-secondary degree 
or technical certification. 

SCOUT

Boy Scout Tommy Rauner of Troop 565 and his dad, Bob, celebrate after a 
customer purchased more than $600 worth of popcorn at his Show-N-Sell 
popcorn sale booth in Round Rock. Overall, Scouts in our council sold 
more than $1.9 million in popcorn during the 2017 sale. These funds 
provide critical support for local units and our council’s Scouting programs 
across 15 counties in Central Texas. Troop 565 is chartered by Band of 
Brothers.

Explorer Post 4700 Explorers Hunter Sanguinet and James Vaughn completed the 
Burnet Fire Department EMT Basic program. Both accomplished this by attending 
night school for seven months while still in high school. Post 4700 is sponsored by 
the Burnet Fire Department.

Ryan Trefny of Sea Scout Ship 911 was selected to be the 2017-18 
Southern Region Area 3 Boatswain. In this role, Ryan serves as a full 
member on the Area Commodore’s staff and is the principal youth 
representative for Sea Scouting across the southern half of Texas. Ship 
911 is chartered by San Gabriel Presbyterian Church.

Maddie Brent of Venturing Crew 271 was elected Venturing 
President for Area 3 of the Southern Region. A former council 
Venturing President, Maddie has served on our council's National 
Youth Leadership Training staff three times and staffed National 
Advanced Youth Leadership Experience at Philmont Scout Ranch 
in New Mexico. Crew 271 is chartered by the Cedar Park Rotary 
Club.

Christopher Lee of Boy Scout Troop 101 
was selected as a National Merit Scholar 
semifinalist. Christopher is also a member 
of the Order of the Arrow, National Honor 
Society, a Section Leader for the Dripping 
Springs High School Tiger Band, and 
member of the Varsity Color Guard. Troop 
101 is chartered by Dripping Springs 
United Methodist Church.



These 13 Scouters 
received  the Silver 
Beaver Award in our 
council in 2017. The 
award is the highest 
honor presented at 
the local council level 
for service to youth 
through Scouting. 

SALUTE

Rachel West of Sea Scout Ship 911 was one of the first ecipients 
of the national Sea Scouts, BSA, Leadership Award. Rachel served 
as the 2016-2017 National Sea Scout Boatswain. During her 
term, she oversaw several initiatives, most notably the writing of 
the new Boatswain’s Manual. Ship 911 is chartered by San 
Gabriel Presbyterian Church.

Our council's STEM Scouts program 
continued growing, with mulitple milestones 
(counterclockwise): 

Our STEM Scouts volunteer and teacher 
Debbie Vasquez joined Field Director Davis 
Fox as guests on the K12 Engineering 
Education Podcast, describing how the 
program serves young people - especially 
those in schools with little if any science 
education infrastructure. 

The STEM Scouts Lab from Spring Hill 
Elementary in Pflugerville ISD became the 
first STEM Scouts unit to take part in Texas' 
annual Report to State and Scout Parade.  

The STEM Scouts program expanded into 
Georgetown ISD with a new Lab at Annie 
Purl Elementary.

A+ Federal Credit Union in 2017 
celebrated its 500th Boy Scout from our 
council earning the Personal Management 
Merit Badge through the A+FCU Personal 
Management Merit Badge program. To 
earn the badge, Scouts must complete 
10 requirements including a 13-week 
budget. They learn about smart shopping, 
saving and investing, borrowing and 
credit, time management, careers, and 
project management. “A+FCU has a long 
history of providing financial education to 
our members and the communities we are 
in,” said Kerry A.S. Parker, A+FCU CEO. 
“We’re proud to provide this valuable 
program to the Scouts and partner with 
the Capitol Area Council Boy Scouts of 
America.”

Heather Ball

Fox 7 Austin provides coverage of our council’s annual Youth Protection Champions Symposium. 
The program focuses on key youth safety topics and connects Scouting leaders at the grassroots 
level with resources like Mothers Against Drunk Driving, Center for Child Protection, and more. 
The program is now in its fourth year as an evolution of BSA’s Youth Protection policies.

Judith Carroll John Culpepper Rosalie Galliver Jim Graves Toni Malone

Dave Read Richard Rhodes Liz Shelby Gene Shepherd Eric Swenson Richard Wahl Sam West

American Campus Communities
Austin ISD
YMCA of Austin
Glenn Beck

Sandra Conrad
Hemphill Elementary PTA
Jason Scott Parks

Sanjuana Estrada
Pastor Mark Hamlet
Armando Lopez

Dennis Ray Rose
David Terrell
Thomas Randall Wall 

Veronica Lopez
David O'Quinn
Peierls Foundation

Doug Rose
Gary Zreet

Austin Fire Department
Sheriff Greg Hamilton
S. Marcus Peek

Nancy Smith
Texas Pioneer Foundation

Whitney M. Young Jr. Service Award

¡Scouting … Vale la Pena! Service Award William H. Spurgeon III Award



COMMUNITY SERVICE
Hours of community service performed (by district)*:

Chisholm Trail
Armadillo
Thunderbird
Bee Cave
North Shore
Sacred Springs
Blackland Prairie
Hill Country
Colorado River
San Gabriel
Waterloo
Live Oak
Council (non-district specific)

13,217
9,683
8,583
6,442
5,962
3,962
3,483
2,781
2,750
2,650
2,006
753
5,564

*Reported totals through BSA Journey to Excellence as of December 1, 2017

Members of Cub Scout Pack 105 assist residents of The Villa at Marbridge 
care community in viewing the historic solar eclipse. Pack 105 is chartered 
by Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary 12058.  



Hurricane Harvey made landfall in August and did an estimated $180 billion in damage to 
homes and businesses stretching from the Texas coast to Central Texas and points between. 
Within hours of landfall, Scouts and Scouters in our council began mobilizing to help storm 
victims in several ways:

Boy Scout Troop 204 Scouts and family members rallied to 
help residents of La Grange after rains from Harvey caused 
devastating flooding along the Colorado River. Troop 204 is 
chartered by La Grange First United Metrhodist Men.

Cub Scout Pack 182 collected and delivered donations 
to a Harvey shelter at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Elgin and made “welcome kits” for storm victims 
arriving at the shelter in Austin. Pack 182 is chartered 
by St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Elgin.

Boy Scout Troop 365 put in more than 400 
man-hours of work over a weekend in the 
Rockport area, working with local Scouting 
units to assist city agencies. Troop 365 is 
chartered by Round Rock Presbyterian Church.

Members of Boy Scout Troop 685 organized a relief 
drive to collect needed supplies for storm victims in 
the Houston area. Troop 685 is chartered by St. John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Austin Fire Department Explorers helped 
organize relief supplies arriving at a city 
warehouse for the Harvey shelter in Austin.

Members of Boy Scout Troop 454 asked 
shoppers in West Lake Hills and Rollingwood 
to donate items for people and pets affected 
by the storm. Troop 454 is chartered by 
Riverbend Church.

Members of Boy Scout Troop 1409 helped families 
in Smithville clean out storage units that had been 
completely underwater after the Colorado River 
overflowed its banks. Troop 1409 is chartered by 
Wells Branch Homestead Corporation.



Every three months members of Cub 
Scout Pack 685 conduct a service 
project to clean trails around Lake 
Pflugerville, helping keep this public 
park available for use by families and 
residents of Pflugerville. Pack 685 is 
chartered by Immanuel Lutheran 
Church.

Alex Hardy of Boy Scout Troop 155 
renovated an outdoor dog park at the 
nonprofit Austin Dog Alliance. The 
facility helps the ADA train dogs and 
their handlers who help elementary 
schools create comfortable reading 
environments for students and provide 
pet therapy for nursing homes and 
hospitals. Troop 155 is chartered by 
St. John's United Methodist Church of 
Georgetown.

Jaden Strong of Boy Scout Troop 182 
painted fencing, added a butterfly 
garden, transplanted trees, and more 
at the New Sweden Lutheran 
Cemetery. Troop 182 is chartered by 
St. Peter's Lutheran Church in Elgin.



Matthew Atkinson of Boy Scout Troop 
167 led a project to replace and 
refurbish benches and equipment at 
the playground at the troop's charter 
organization, St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Pflugerville.

Cub Scout Pack 142 hosted the 3rd 
Annual Veterans Day Dinner at the 
American Legion Hall in Lexington. 
Scouts served the veterans and then 
joined them for dinner. Pack 142 is 
chartered by Lexington United 
Methodist Church.

Matthew Dorantes of Boy Scout 
Troop 2010 replaced and painted 
siding and trimmed bushes as part 
of a beautification project for Haney 
House. Troop 2010 is chartered by 
First Methodist Church of Bastrop.



CHARACTER

Eagle Scout Robbie Woodworth watches his creation help a pre-Kindergarten student.

Eagle Scout and Hays High School Junior Robbie Woodworth combined his passion 
for invention and Scouting's call to "help other people at all times" to benefit a 
young boy in Kyle. 

Three-year-old Willem VanBree uses an assistive communication device that had 
been a big help but was not a perfect solution. But that was before Robbie got 
involved.  

Woodworth used his engineering interest and a 3D printer to create a uniquely 
designed keyguard overlay for Willem's communication app. This allowed the 
pre-Kindergartner to better access the buttons and words on his device. 

Connected through Willem's need and Robbie's interest and ingenuity, the two 
finally met each other in a unforgettable site visit in Willem's room at Negley 
Elementary. A warm and, no doubt, lasting bond between the two quickly formed, 
with Willem repeatedly keying his device for the word, "Excited!"

PHOTO COURTESY HAYS CISD



For the second straight year, a Boy Scout 
from our council was named Outstanding 
Philanthropic Youth of the Year by the 
Greater Austin Chapter of the Association 
of Fundraising Professionals. Troop 30 
Eagle Scout candidate Taylor Thompson 
was recognized for his work with Austin 
Habitat for Humanity. Troop 30 is 
chartered by St. Michael's Episcopal 
Church.

Eagle Scout Prathyush Shankar of Boy Scout 
Troop 159 founded a nonprofit focused on 
disaster relief after witnessing friends and 
relatives being affected by a deadly natural 
disaster in Chennai, India. Through his 
organization, Prathyush has identified 
communities trying to recuperate after 
sudden devastation and figured out ways to 
make people once again self-sustainable. He 
has since led relief drives in Sri Lanka, 
Nigeria, and back home in Austin. His father 
believes the values learned and practiced 
since his son started in Scouting have heavily 
influenced him and will continue to do so. 
“What I’m seeing 5 or 10 years from now is 
that since he has been doing this since he 
was in elementary school, this is going to 
have an everlasting impact,” said Prathyush’s 
dad, Shankar Palaniyandi. Prathyush 
attributes his motivation to a familiar 
sentiment: the Scout Oath’s call to help other 
people at all times. “We often take our 
privileges in the first world for granted, yet it 
is paramount that we recognize that it is our 
duty to help people who often aren’t in shape 
to recover alone,” he said. Troop 159 is 
chartered by St. Thomas More Catholic 
Church.

Scouts Tex Mitchell, Aaron Walls, Jake 
Yepez, and Alex Graves of Boy Scout 
Troop 410 took action when Tex’s father 
had a heart attack while sailing on Lake 
Belton. The Scouts’ quick thinking and 
first aid skills stabilized Tex’s dad and 
got the boat back to shore where they 
could get an ambulance. “The doctors 
were very clear that the speed with which 
I arrived at the hospital was critical to my 
really fantastical, remarkable recovery,” 
said Tex’s dad. Troop 410 is chartered by 
Highland Park Baptist Church.



On my honor I will do my best
To do my duty to God and my country

and to obey the Scout Law;
To help other people at all times;
To keep myself physically strong,

mentally awake, and morally straight.
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